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requires refrigeration, comes with a high pill
burden of six capsules per day and needs to be
taken with food. The US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) approved the improved new
version of LPV/r in October 2005: storage
without refrigeration, lower pill count [down to
four per day], and no dietary restrictions.

New and improved Kaletra: Only in the US...
But What About the Rest of the World?

No other boosted protease inhibitors are practical
to use in the hot climates of many developing
countries, where refrigeration is not readily
available. If made accessible and affordable, the
new and improved version of LPV/r could offer
major benefits to patients across the developing
world.

Yet, since its approval given by the US FDA, new
LPV/r is available in the US, but not in any
developing countries.

In April 2006, HIV/AIDS researchers and
clinicians, investor groups, treatment advocates,
and policy-makers from around the world
co-signed a letter with MSF to Abbott's CEO
calling for the company to take immediate steps
to make heat-stable LPV/r available to patients in
developing countries. Under pressure, Abbott
agreed to fulfill an MSF's order for 400 patients in
9 countries.

Several weeks later, Abbott announced that it
would charge $500 (down from $10,000 in the
United States) per patient per year for the new
LPV/r in African and least-developed countries;
however, no one can buy the medicine yet
because the company has not taken steps to make
it available in any of these countries except South
Africa. In addition, Abbott has not published a
price for middle-income countries such as China,
Thailand or India.

China is among those middle-income countries
which are not eligible for the reduced price of the
new formulation of LPV/r. In fact, the problem is
even worse: there is no LPV/r available in China,
neither the new nor the old formulation, because
Abbott has chosen not to market the drug there.

Chinese patients: don't deserve Kaletra?

In China, 20,453 AIDS patients are currently
receiving ART. According to one study by the
Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences in 2004,
27-31% of patients were already resistant to at
least one ARV drug.1 When the first-line ARV
drugs no longer work, these patients will need to
switch onto second-line drugs.

Since 2003, Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) has
run two HIV/AIDS treatment and care projects in
Nanning, Guangxi Province and Xiangfan, Hubei
Province. At present, about 400 patients are on
ART, out of 800 total patients followed. MSF
expects 10 to 15 of them will require second-line
drugs by the end of this year, with the numbers
increasing over time.  From a medical point of
view, one of the best options for treatment would
be LPV/r.

The old version of LPV/r has been registered
since 2003, but Abbott has not marketed the
drug, despite the fact that it has a patent
monopoly on LPV in China until 2016. That
means the drug is, practically speaking, not
available to patients. By neglecting the patients of
China, Abbott is failing to fulfill its commitment to
broadening "access by providing HIV care
products at a loss" to the "programmes that need
them most".

Two years back in June 2004, in a meeting with
Abbott China, MSF was informed that the old
formulation of LPV/r would be marketed in
October in the same year.  Despite repeated
requests from MSF over the past two years, as of
May 2006, the drug has still not been put on the
market.

In the Long Run, Alternative Suppliers Will
Be Critical

The current inability to procure heat-stable LPV/r
- and in China, any LPV/r at all -- underscores
the ongoing challenge of access to medicines in
developing countries. Generic competition has led
to the dramatic decrease in price and increase in
availability of first-generation ARV medicines.
However prices of newer drugs remain much
higher, as all new drugs may be subjected to at
least 20 years of patent protection practically
everywhere except in least developed countries
since the full implementation of the WTO TRIPS
(Trade-related Aspects of Intelectual Property
Rights) Agreement in 2005 in India and other
developing countries. The case of the new
formulation of LPV/r which costs as much as
$10,000 per patient per year in the United States
- the only place it is currently available - illustrates
the danger of having only one source for a
life-prolonging medicine. If access to needed
drugs depends on the marketing policies of
pharmaceutical companies, then the lives of
millions of people with HIV/AIDS remain at risk.

1 Zhang Fujie, "Delivering antiretroviral therapy in China: progress and

challenges."  Presentation made on 9 May 2005.
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EfåíÉÖê~íÉÇ=^å~äóëáë=~åÇ=^ÇîçÅ~ÅóF�

2006年 4月 18日至 21日

�� !"#$%&'()*

�� !"#$ !%&'()*+,-./0

�� !"#$%&'(&�)*+,-.

===�� �� !"#�� !�� !"#�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./+,0

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012

���� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#OMMM�� !"#$%&'($%
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The Node 是由聯合國艾滋病規劃署合作中心（專業支援）–紅絲帶中心，為推動全球艾滋病活動而製作的中英文刊物
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�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01

�� R�� !"#$%&'()*+,-
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- 1 3 0 萬名活於低及中收入國家的人士正接受愛滋病治療；其中以撒哈拉
沙漠以南之非洲地區的普及程度最高

- 汲取「三五倡議」（ " 3  b y  5 "）所得經驗，冀盼在 2 0 1 0 年前把愛滋病療

法普及至全球

日內瓦 - 2006年 3月 28日

新聞稿
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