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Beijing - Hong Kong Public Health Forum

Dr Lee Shui Shan

On 19 and 20 July 2004, a Public Health Forum was held
to promote exchange and enhance communication between
professionals and officials of Hong Kong and Beijing. Over
120 participants joined the forum, featuring presentations
on, among other things, the prevention and control of HIV/
AIDS.

Dr SS Lee of the Centre for Health Protection, Hong Kong,
discussed the components of the public health programme
targeting drug users in Hong Kong. He began with the
organization of surveillance activities, including reporting,
unlinked anonymous screening and voluntary testing of drug
users.  The role of methadone maintenance was highlighted,
which is currently delivered through the network of some
twenty methadone clinics in the territory.

Dr Lee explained that methadone clinics have become a "hub"
for effecting HIV prevention in drug users.  More recently,
a Universal HIV Antibody (Urine) Testing Programme
using urine samples was piloted, which was then rolled out

in January 2004 to cover a majority of methadone users.
The clinics are also the centre for coordinating outreaching
activities, condom distribution and behavioural monitoring.

Dr Guan Baoying of the Beijing Municipal Health Bureau
went on to describe the HIV programme in the city.  The
City is in the process of realizing the pledges of Chinese
leaders in enhancing the effectiveness of HIV prevention
and care activities.  Under the "Four free, one care" strategy,
free VCT (voluntary Counselling & Testing), means of
preventing mother to child transmission, treatment for poor,
and support for orphans would be provided.

The Forum was the first of its kind for the two health
authorities.  Ten participants from Hong Kong had joined
the event. They came from the Department of Health,
Hospital Authority, and Auxiliary Medical Services.  At the
closing ceremony, it was agreed to maintain the network
and to see that regular exchanges take place to uphold the
health of people in the Hong Kong SAR and the capital city
Beijing.

Dr. P.Y. Lam, JP (Director of Health, Department of Health, the
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region) gave
a speech at the Beijing-Hong Kong Public Health Forum held in
Beijing, China.
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The Beijing- Hong Kong Public Health Forum on the prevention and
control of HIV/AIDS was held in Beijing, China from 19 to 20 July
2004.

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees (UNHCR) makes a unique contribution

to the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS.

The UNAIDS logo is renewed to include its latest
co-sponsoring organization- Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The UNHCR has
various ongoing HIV/AIDS programmes including voluntary
counseling and testing and prevention of perinatal HIV
infection, in place to reach refugees and their surrounding
host communities.

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS) is an innovative joint venture of the United
Nations family. The Programme brings together the efforts
and resources of ten UN system organizations to help the

world prevent new HIV infections, care for those already
infected, and mitigate the impact of the epidemic. The ten
UNAIDS cosponsoring organizations are: Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), World Food Programme
(WFP), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) , United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) , International Labour
Organization (ILO) , United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) , World Health
Organization (WHO), and World Bank .
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BANGKOK, 14 July 2004 – Action against HIV/AIDS
that does not confront gender inequality is doomed to failure,
according to a report released today by the Joint United
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the United
Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and
UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund.

Noting that women are now nearly half of all people
infected with HIV, the report documents the devastating and
often invisible impact of AIDS on women and girls and
highlights the ways discrimination, poverty and gender-based
violence help fuel the epidemic.

The report, Women and HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis,
reveals that 48% of all adults living with HIV are women, up
from 35% in 1985. Today, 37.8 million people are infected
worldwide: 17 million of them are female. The situation is
even more alarming in sub-Saharan Africa, where women
make up 57% of those living with HIV, the virus that causes
AIDS. Young African women aged 15-24 are three times
more likely to be infected than their male counterparts.

Without AIDS strategies that specifically focus on women,
there can be no global progress in fighting the disease.
Women know less than men about how to prevent infection
and what they do know is often rendered useless by the
discrimination and violence they face, according to the report.

“Promoting concrete actions that address the reality of
women’s lives and help decrease their vulnerability to HIV is
the only way forward,” said Dr Kathleen Cravero, Deputy
Executive Director of UNAIDS. “We must reduce violence

against women, ensure greater access to HIV prevention
and treatment services and protect their property rights.”

Confronting the Crisis focuses on key areas identified by the
Global Coalition on Women and AIDS – an international
pressure group – as critical to an effective AIDS response.
The Coalition is a broad-based initiative launched in 2004
to stimulate concrete action to improve the daily lives of
women and girls infected and affected by HIV and AIDS.

These critical areas include HIV prevention, treatment,
care-giving, education, gender-based violence and women’s
rights. Women have the right to education and information
needed to protect themselves, and to female-controlled
protection methods. They have the right to economic
independence and access to land, property and employment.
They have the right to be free from harmful traditional
practices and violence. They have the right to exercise
control over their own bodies and lives.

“The ABC approach - Abstain, Be faithful, use Condoms -
is not a sufficient means of prevention for women and
adolescent girls,” said UNFPA Executive Director, Thoraya
Obaid. “Abstinence is meaningless to women who are
coerced into sex. Faithfulness offers little protection to wives
whose husbands have several partners or were infected
before marriage. And condoms require the cooperation of
men. The social and economic empowerment of women is
key. The epidemic won’t be reversed unless governments
provide the resources needed to ensure women’s right to
sexual and reproductive health.”

ACTION AGAINST AIDS MUST ADDRESS

EPIDEMIC’S INCREASING IMPACT

ON WOMEN, SAYS UN REPORT

BANGKOK, 14 July 2004
Press release
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